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Gen Farley Gives Interesting of
A Military Academy in

Recently The Washington Herald had occasion review a book
entitled Three Rivers by Brig Gen J P Farley of Washington

D C This book was so filled with readable reminiscences of that
period so critical in our the period otthe civil war that we

felt sure that Gen Farleywould have much to say of that time that
would be of interest to the present generation The present articles
are made up of new material combined with some essays already pub-

lished and some extracts from his latest book Three Rivers pub
lished by the Neale Publishing Company and illustrated in colors by

Farley himself
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By GEN J P PARLEY D A
Gen A S Webb president emeritus

or tie College of tho City of Now York
in hla review of Three Rivers by
J P Parley U S A has this to say
respecting the Hudson River section of
the book

The Hudson This part f the book
Is the most attractive to the general

The authors heart was in the work
since be speaks of his beloved alma ma-

ter the theme being West Point and Art
In the Army some of this chapter has
be n published in the Military Service
Institution Journal One becomes en
grossed In his recital of his experiences
his graphic tribute to the men he knew
so well and lived with for a long time
It Is all gracefully and feelingly told and
he draws the reader to him by his able
treatment of a subject particularly his
own

The writer has read this chapter twice
and feels like saying to Gen Farley

Your work Is to be enjoyed by other
than West Point men It is so full of
good feeling so full of loving apprecia-
tion of the work of others In such good
taste In this book the author touches
but lightly upon his experiences as a
cadet for the reason as he says that

the story of my cadet days being told
in my book entitled West Point in the
Early f60s I cannot enter this field
again Referring to a few chapters of this
book specially relattng to the conditions
at the United States Military Academy-
in the early 00s we find among other
things that In the early offs of the past
century all things were primitive In the
city of Washington with but one consta
ble at the West End and this one the
terror of the boys There were In this
section of the city two principal hand fire
engmes the Union and the Franklin
and the boys of eight years and upward

ran with the Gumballs
with the Union the Enders with the
Franklin Oh ye mothers the perils
of football of the present days are as
naught to the brickbat contest of our day

skirmish of this kind in rear of the
Presidents Mansion resulted r fee
deathof 3 Gumball and thie
tenninlng influence in making at sast
one soldier Alter following this ha
ro to grave the writer remarked to
his father that he should like to be buried
in that way that Is with a brass band
and with all the pride pomp and cir-
cumstance of glorious war Well In
that my son the father replied you
will have to go to West Point
Suddenly reM feet a piBkffl rising in jour sam
A military paMion which no one can ooatni
You hear sf Weet Foist school There thy turn

great warriors 6 t
SUB you stop aad beeitate on this Pet theres a

doubt
When yen Jo bed that sight jw matter

end prattle
Think jw hear a urtfenn ee drums asd wear

a battle
Dream of bulletbuttons pinnies of ladles smiles

aDd fan
Waking in the merntoe ywre oS to Washington

CADET HORACE PORTER

The precepts enunciated by Horace
Porter and expressed in verse here find
practical application

Pierce Had Dig Stick
Whenever I hear the term big stick

associated ag It always is with the White
House I wonder if It could possibly be
the same one delivered by me into the
hands of President Franklin Pierce in
the month of March of the year 1853 a
mission fruitful in beneficent results
It may be safely said that upon that oc
casion I galloped into the presence of the
Executive of the nation mounted upon a

family hobby
The cane for such it was a very

unique stick was carved throughout Its
knotty length in grotesque shapes and
upon its silver head two names were in-

scribed B Pierce and J Farley both
captains of the old corps of artillery

181221 boon companions and lifelong
freinds the donor the Presidents father
and the receiver the grandfather of the
youthful aspirant military honors

The lad had in previous years been on
good terms with the White House stables
and enjoyed the privilege of exercising
old Whitey Zachary Taylors war

horse and had figured extensively on
the brocaded furniture of the Presidents
Mansion on occasions where the two Pres
idents Tyler and Polk had entertained
the children of the city The old adage Is
here reversed pleasure first and business
afterward since the visit of the latter
date was one strictly for business and
the youth had been instructed when ho
should meet the President to say My
father desires me to present you this
cane and he was admonished to lay It
on good and strong Days and nights
preceedlng this visit were largely given
over to the wielding of the stick and the
delivery of the presentation phrase

The supreme moment for action had at
last arrived How the lad got to the
White House ho never knew but he well
remembers that In the constant repetition
of his lesson as he followed the curb he
narrowly escaped a cane presentation-
to the lackey of the Executive Mansion

He was ushered Into the East Room
second floor filled with a horde of of-
fice seekers who always infest the city
of Washington at the outset of a new
administration and in this case it can
not be said that our young hero for mili-
tary honors should not be so classed

Mental Vision Seen
The UmeX f waiting dragged heavily

with the lad and as he stood Before the
south window overlooking the fiats and
marshes of the Potomac there rose in
mental vision from out the mist which
hung over the river a banner extend
ing from bank to bank and bearing
this strange device My Father Desires
Me to Present You This Cane

Drifting aimlessly about the room for
what appeared an Interminable age re
peating to himself the phrase of speech
now stereotyped in the gray matter of
his brain chilled with apprehension and
filled with misgivings tho lad finally
brought up before an open fire where one
other a probable aspirant for office had
taken refuge

This gentleman seemed to make him
felt very much at home and standlna
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with his back to the fire lifted his coat-
tails swallowtails If I may be allowed
exactness of detail and warmed up to
the occasion My little man he said

whose son are you and how much
snow and Ice have you taken In during
this inclement season A few moments
after he left the room but before going
patted the young gentleman on the
shoulders and bade him goodby

The crisis was Indeed near at hand for
shortly after this Sidney Webster pos-
sibly the gentleman may recall as he
reads the Presidents private secretary
entered the room followed by no less a
personage than the gentleman aforesaid
the fireside tramp the aspirant for office

This time there wes no incog for here
indeed was the President of the United
States himself He appeared to be ab
sorbed in the note that had been handed
him and which conveyed full Information
about the

Find HLs Fathers Cane
As he approached the cane bearer as

this time we must dub him he took a
sudden stop forward and waiving all cere-
mony seizing the cane with both hands
held it upraised before him and with
eyes diffused with tears and voice choked
with emotion exclaimed Why thats my
fathers cane

After this followed a period of patient
waiting and a term of service on the
United States Coast Survey but In the
spring of 1SS7 the in which Presi-
dent PIerces administration closed an
official document was handed me by my
father himself a graduate of the United
States Military Academy 1823 designat-
ing me as a cadet at that Institution

West Point Jokes as all should under
stand are natives of an exiguous ter-
ritory an institution for the education-
of the young who In respect of their
small share in the advantages of foreign
travel differ not at all from the home
keeping youth alluded to by Valen
tine of Verona The world at large Is
not supplied with the facts essential to
the elucidation of these little attempts
and cannot bo expected to understand or
regard them K l

n Dest used by leayfne the Apology
unsaid

And so it came about that early in the
month of Juna 1867 the writer reported-
to the post adjutant at West Point
and with two others was assigned a

in D Company division cadet
barracks vacated in those days by the

old cadets In favor of the newcomers
the plebos

Go to Corner ofTlJnrrncUs
We were directed by two very courteous

young gentlemen to the angle or bar
racks and a certain room was pointed
out as the one containing our furniture

The greater portion of the morning
was consumed in the transfer of this
furniture and just as we were enjoying-
a breatHing spell an officer presumably-
of the tactical department entered and
reproved us severely directing us to re-
turn and carefully replace every article
we had removed from his room

It is thought that if the officer had
in this case adopted the tactics of Gen
Grant during the civil war the rent
offenders might have come to grief and
the poor plsbes have escaped from the
undoing of the work they had done As
the story runs several Northern soldiers
were talking together one day Just be
fore the advance on Cornlth A tall raw
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Evening Parade at West Point BetreatI I

recruit stepped up 40 them with a bundle
of soiled clothes ir his hand

Do you know where I could get this
washing done he asked

Two of the were practical jokers
A bright thought flashed their heads
and as tho sequel shows unfortunately
found expression-

Oh yes we know Just go up there
with your bundle pointing to the head
quarters of Gen Grant you will see
a short stout man describing the gen

does washing Take your
bundle to him

The recruit thanked them and walked
off in the direction indicated

Ho gained entrance to headquarters-
and stood in the generals presence

What can I do for you said Gen
Grant

I was directed hero by a couple of
soldiers They told ma that you did
washing and I have a bundle here

Wanted the Jokers
Gen Grant probably enjoyed the

but his imperturbable face did not
relax He simply asked the question

Could you Identify tnose men again
Yes sir
Very well you shall have the chance

Turnip to an orderly he directed him
to call a guard go with tho recruit to
where the Jokers were standing ready to
enjoy his discomfiture and let him Iden-

tify them
Take the men to tho guardhouse give

them this mans bundle of clothing and
make them wash It thoroughly See that
the work is well done

The general was obeyed to the Totter
To add to the complexity of things that

day Just after call to quarters In the
evening the sentinel tapped on our door
and caned out All right The reply
not being satisfactory to him he opened
the door and Inquired If any one had
answered All right I did sir

Who Is room orderly Ho Is
Why did he not answer Because-

I did sir Why did you answer I
dont know sir Why do you not know-

I forgot sir Well young man dont
ever forget again Now said the sen-
tinel I Inquire is It all right in this
room All right sir responded the

Everything Is all right sir Is every-
thing all right Yes sir Is that
basin all right No sir Is that pll
low all right No sir Is that can

martial and dismissed from the service
for trifling with a santlriel on post
In this manner In time of war the

would be death
We have been asked if this rubbIng

ItIn on the plebes is usual at the Mil-
itary Academy and the party of inquiring
mind remarks that If so it have
an amazingly good effect We are con-
firmed by his observation in an idea pre-
viously entertained that the chronicling of

episodes small beer though they
be Is as well calculated as anything can
be to give a true Idea of inside life at
West Point

March Into Camp
On the day that the corps of cadets

marched into camp the adjutant brought
the battalion to attention in the mess hall
at the supper hour anti directed the first
class to call at the Quartermasters tent
at 7 oclock to receive its allowance of
stationery and the new cadets to call at
730 p m for their allowance

We had been well supplied with brooms
dustpans washbasins buckets blankets-

c but charges for these artcles were
always entered upon our passbooks This
time and for the first time something
was to be had for allowance

All of us were on hand at the appoint
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The Sentinel of 188O
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Candidates at West PointI I

ed hour and besieged the quartermas-
ters tent in force

There was evidently something in the
wind which the plebes neither

nor appreciated the sentinels
shouting vociferously corporal of the
guard No 6 corporal of the guard No
7 corporal of the guard No 8 The
reason for this became manifest so soon
as the sergeant of the guard with
patrol appeared upon the ground New
cadets fall In was the command and
away we marched as prisoners of war
but without our allowance of stationery-

As this was the first night In camp
many of us were treated to tho toboggan
process and later on in the stillness of
the midnight hour a tent here and there
might be seen to sink slowly to the
ground its canvas walls enshrouding its
occupants who like phantoms In white
and pink crawled out from under as
does the early worm

It has been held that hazing cannot be
effectually stamped out so long as human
nature remains as It Is It Is clear how
ever that the authorities have accom-
plished much In thl matter since tho
people of the country have been m en
tire accord with the present policy

Standard High Academy
For those who have been to

criticise the administration of the Mil-
itary Academy at time wo must say
with Life Its standards are
that to speak the truth to essential to
comfort there that there la no Influence
against religion and that high character-
is as much appreciated there as at any
Institution tn the country The question
may be asked will any detraction heaped
upon this institution incline prudent par-
ents to keep their sons away Not a
bit Congressmen charged with the re-
sponsibility of the selection of candidates
for the Academy generally prefer at the
present day to open wide the door to all
comers under the now general system of
competitive examination and presumably
weight should be if It Is not given by
the examining boards to the moral attri
butes of the youthful aspirants so that
the service In this way may be provided
with a gentlemanly class of
tlemen not so much as respects wealth or
social pretension but as regards that un-
deniable quality of manhood which is the
basis of character The blood in a horse
will show Itself even though he Is hitched
to a butchers cart and It will reveal It
self in A man however lowly his estate

Modification of the rules of testimony-
at the Academy has effected a radical
change of late years The cadet can now
no longer constitute himself the Judge
of what question he will or will not an
swer as was the case for so many past
years

Nor can men under the rules of military
discipline make for themselves regula
tions which they will or will not bbey
at pleasure

Indeed it has been said that the cadet
defense for hazing or bracing more
particularly Is that when this is done
away with the military bearing of the
cadet cannot be preserved

Organizations Abolished
The authorities of the Academy on the

other hand contend that matters of this
kind can well be provided for under the
military system ot the Academy and for
this reason they have abolished the class
organizations which as an Imperlum In Im
perlo tended to pervert that unity of or
ganization and thsl directness of respon-
sibility which are essential to the very
Idea of military government Even older
graduates of the Academy are brought
Into line at this hour and agree that
the system can no longer be tolerated
though many practical Jokes were In past
years enjoyed by the victims quite as
much as by the perpetrators In fact some
have gone as far as to advocate a
ordered system of hazing By
of illustration let these remarks be
applied guard duty or the sentinel as
viewed from a humorous as well as seri-
ous standpoint The sentinel of course
always takes himself seriously and
Is rarely If ever In a Joking
Probably for this reason more than for
any from the very of
human nature he is as we
devil the crab because it Is our fun and
not the crabs

On what line then should we all of us
not even excepting the investigators and
lawmakers themselves expect the haz-
ing of the plebes at the government
academies to run if not on the line of
the sentinels post All of us of course
respect the flag the nations ensign
Then why not the sentinel the nations
ward And yet that we not cannot
be denied

Insult to Nation
It Is all one whether that sentinel clad

in the uniform of the United States army
was shot down at the gate of deserted
Moultrie or whether the ensign halyard
was shot away from the staff at Sum
ter In either case the Insult was to the
nation itself and in either event the
word comes back and with no uncertain
sound Hands oft

Why should the sentinel at the sally
port stop a free and Independent citizen
and Inquire his business What busi-
ness has he with my business says the
citizen Whats he here for anyhow
If he wants fighting why doesnt he 50 to
the Philippines and get it Here every-
thing is peace and quiet whats the use
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of a soldier anyhow If he isnt where
heres fighting
Yes this is the usual remark But

what Is the real essence of this matter
Does not the civilian know he has no
right whatever within the gate of a mili-
tary post He has parted with his right
for a namely of be
ing protected In the enjoyment of his
property by the military In one Instance-
It appeared that the property in Question
was a number of golf shoes and the sen-

tinels business to see that no member of
the club slipped away with two pairs of
shoes one pair on his feet and the other
in his pocket leaving a rival to go over
the course In his stocking feet

All are not however Ignorant of the
uses and advantages of a sentinel Even-
a verdant youth of but eight summers
sometimes knows better than the

larger experience We an officer and
a youth are passing a sentinels post
down comes the musket with a rattling
present the salute Is returned Uncle
the little fellow Inquires doesnt that
make you feel very proud

True Story of Sentinel
Numerous stories are told of poor mor-

tals dressed up in soldiers clothes and
vested for the time being with author-
ity to command kings and potentates
should they trespass upon the sentinels
J ft fl8atj esi and here la a true story

A son of Erin representing as ho did
fin this occasion one of the aforesaid
class was serving ag a member of the
guard at an army post and for the first
time To all challenges the answer came
promptly Friend or Friends with the
countersign All went smoothly and ac
cording to formula until a young couple
happened along quite unused to being
addressed in this summary way No an-
swer to the challenge Again Who goes
there Still no answer Answer an
swer yelled the sentinel Say

Say friend or say foe but for
Gods sake say something

But how far away from West Point
are we wandering and nothing as
said relative to the details of the guard
system tit that post

In the first place there is issued each
day small triangular form of note
the countersign and parole for the
night usually the name of some battle
as countersign conjoined with that of
some hero of the day as parole The
story as we have It comes down In reg-
ular sequence of years andshows how
the ladles sometimes possess themselves
of family secrets Lleut Washington
a tactical officer serving at the Acad-
emy lair fat and fortyfive met-
a party of young ladles on the old north
stoop who requested the lieutenant to
Inform them concerning the counter-
sign and parole A messenger was
dispatched to camp grounds with a note
fox the officer of the guard but he was
intercepted and the note did not reach
its destination however the tj ual form
of rppjy was prepared and dispatched
to Ueut Washington and passed un
read by him to the young ladles who in
silence but smilingly
Fatted parole Calf

Giving the Countersign
Following the posting of regular sen

tinels orders and Instructions of pur
posely complicated character were given
How to receive grand rounds how to
receive a body of calvary If friends and
how to receive them If enemies which
later method consisted In fleeing from
ots post firing ones piece and calling
out In retreat Turn out the guard turn
out the guard Body of the enemys
cavalry If one wt re a plebo and a
steamboat arrived on his post in like
manner and in all seriousness the officers
of the guard gave instructions as to how
it should be received If at night the
pilot would be required to dismount

wiui
the countersign If at some other
a different method ofrecelvlng the craft
was prescribed

Now all this may seem superfluous
but as the great Gen Winfleld Scott said
before election and It killed him politi-
cally Everything Is donewlth a view
to soup A hasty plate ofsoup is the
way the Democrats had It and these
stories are told for a specific purpose
that of that there Is more

more especially
for the plebe sentinel than the casual
observer might suppose and none of a
plebe class can say with any degree of
iruth after a summer camp spent In the
manner described that he has not seen
active service

If those of a very practical turn of mind
should ask how can a steamboat traverse-
a sentry post the query can be answered-
In a few words It is only a theoretical
steamboat a of the en
emys cavalry Represented at one time
by a newfledged yearling Just out of
plebedom and at another by a dignified
cadet officer who desires to see If the
sentinel can keep his wits about him and
remember his orders Remember his or
ds No sentinel in time of war on the
very picket line Itself has such a stack
of orders to remember and none are ever
advanced upon by such scarecrows and
hobgoblins as are the excuse usl as
were the plebe sentinels of our day If
gentlemen who take up arms for a brief
period in the service of their country
were put through a course of West Point
guard duty for a single night or better
still tor u single week when the grand
rounds approaches the order of things

The rapteen is abolished butfffoir UU holds
iway in Ihe army
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would never be reversed In other Awards
the sentinel would not tire his
and challenge afterward as many well
remember Was the case with the three
months men of the early 60s when off-

icers took their lives in their hands in
making the grand rounds

Many Good Stories
In fac many good stories might have

been lost to the reader had It not been
for certain omissions In our military sys-

tem
A Russian soldier posted by the Neva

side at the season of the annual river
rising was rescued Just in time the icy
water was up to his armpits-

It is not doubted that such Incidents
were common There was in all
ability no little boy Casablanca But
what does It matter They number of
souls that the story has HoWH that
it Is a true thjng fact or no

One more recital and the sentinel
may be allowed to walk Rig post in
pear This can be vouched for The
writer was passing the gate of the na
tional armory In Springfield Mass in a
horse car with no show of the military

him
occupants of the car were engaged

In earnest conversation condemnatory of
the Introduction of soldiers at that place

Look there said one see that big
fellow coming down the hill with another
one bringing him along watch and you
will see him leave him and take another
one away and this Is going on all the
time every few hours Now I want ter
know whats the use on It Why cant
those fellers cum by thrsels and go
back by thrscls and save money and
time In the business what I wan
ter know These Inteiftgent citizens-
of the United States It Is apprehended-
had assisted In enacting the law which
required that the sentinel should be duly
posted and In the very manner objec
ted to so that he might be empowered
to enforce the law From which It

that some persons may live a
lifetime without comprehending

the use of a sentinel some
other one like the youth sum
mers may find a solution for this ques
tion at the very threshold of his military
career

on Modern Teaching-
In late readings on military subjects

the views and opinions of military men
based upon what may be called modern
contests are so much at variance with
the ordinary or customary teachings that
they forcibly recall an Interview had with-
a sentinel at one of our military
after the civil war The
an Italian he had been several times
wounded and was maimed but not to
any extent disqualified for duty-

I have been he said fl e years In
the army Ma lavcrl no ho mal
veduto

had taken part In the great histori-
cal crisis o the age He had seen

and defeat and sudden death
but lavoro he had never
seen

h How many there are who have waded
through the pages of history have stud
Ied great campaigns and have discussed
the comparative merits of military lead

THe GcrnaBi says Sir Charles Duke In an
article cm the armies of the powers in the April
Boater of Mansers Magazine are not a martial
people Put tb ir perfect etudy and practice

mlBtarr make them pratablr The most for
fighting of the world
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THE RICHEST SPOT IN CUBA

From tie Travel Magazine

Four hours east of Havana in Pinar
del Rio is one of the most valuable
of land on the face of the earth
are but two places in the whole world
where the ground Is worth so much as
in the Vuelta Abajo

Those two places are that portion of
the valley of the Rhine where the Jo
hannisberger grape Is grown from which
Llcbfraumlich and other fine wines are
made and the Kimberley diamond dis-

trict In South Africa In the Vuelta
Abajo the soil grows tobacco which
when properly cured rolled and stamped
can be sold In the shape to
the rate of 750 each

What then Is the marvel of this price-
less tobacco ground To the eye noth-
ing Dusty red loam rather thin on
rocky hillsides and sparingly spread with
tender concern as a half bald men dis-

perses his hair impartially over his head
Next to each tobacco vega a farm of an
average extent f forty acres Is a hay-
field The hay Is not raised for
It Is cut and spread on the
and there decomposed and washed Into
tho soil by the It Is the fertilizer

But it Is not alone that
makes Vuelta Abajo tobacco what It is
nor yet the cheesecloth protection that
keepsout the hottest rays of the sun
nor yet the choice seed nor even yet the

equable nature of the climate nor
chemical composition of the soil

For every one of these conditions-
is reproduced In other places without that
surprising and delicious climax of to
bacco culture that comes alone from the
heart of Plnar del Rio

Neither science nor experience con
exatcly what It Is that makes Vuelta

tobacco just what It Is writes
Richard Barry but the native Cuban
knows the secret In strict confidence-
he sometimes confides tljls and I
Intend now for the first make
It public The great superiority of Vuelta
Abajo tobacco over all others lies In the
fact that each year on Easter Sunday
the soil of every vega In the province is
anointed with the blood of a fighting
cock killed In honorable

That I might have of this
astonishing agricultural theory I was
shown the training quarters of the fight
Ing cocks of the district While I was
there the old trainer gave them their
morning meal of bananas and milk and
massaged them under the wing with
Malaga wine

The cock fight has entered curiously
Into Cuban politics The most brilliant
men In affairs there Is Alfredo Zays
now vice president He Is the Elihu Root
of the Island an attorney shrewd hard

farsighted Unfortunately for
Sis presidential aspirations he listened
long and eagerly to of
Cuban affairs as they That Is
where he fell down Jose Miguel Gomez
listened to Cuban affairs as they are

Zayas thought it would be a good
thing to suppress the cock fight The
Americans told him it would be It is
a cruel sport it Is barbaric It Is not
pleasant to the AngloSaxon taste so the
Americans told Zayas and Zayas lis-
tened too eagerly Gomez knew he was
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era and military systems and yet have
never seen It never known it or never
understood it lavoro mllltare

Presumably what this man meant was
that be had been in battle but It was not
done

The were not followed Europe
was not taken as a model There was

but not about by
to There was de

feat but the performance was irregular
He had been wounded many times It is
true but wounds no business to bo
Inflicted In such I grant you he
seemed to say a terrific struggle and re-

sults which guide the course of history
But the whole thing was a mere scram
ble It was not military

The man had eyes and saw not
and Heard not Multum reluctans
was struggling not to be dragged out of
the Dark Ages into the light of the
teenth century

A man like that cannot take it In that
a set of men of one temper Is to be treat-
ed In one way and another set of
another temper quite differently

Czar Halted by Sentinel
two stories neither of which is
be fact but none the less on that

account true
The Czar Nicholas J was stopped by a

sentinel on post and made to wait until
the corporal of the guard came The sen-
tinel next morning Vas sent for to the
palace rewarded and promoted He had
obeyed orders

The King of Prussia Frederic Wllllamf
II was stopped by a sentinel on post and
made to wait until the corporal of the
guard came The sentinel next morning
was sent for to the palace reprimanded
and punished A Prussian soldier must
know his king by

The Russian stolid peasant
a mere mass of matter that has not two
consecutive Ideas It Is as much as ever
if he can understand the literal
of an order and all If he can
once motion be inlated If he con-

ceive the idea of unpunished disobedience-
In the slightest degree the string will
break the beads be scattered all over the
place the whole army system be disin-
tegrated

The Prussian soldier was fifty years
Is now to a much more marked

taken from a class of wholly
different temper He Is held responsible-
for mind and the use of it

Now when all this has been set before
the Italian privates mind the next thing
Is to have him understand not so very
difficult and acknowledge a different
thing altogether that the way In which
the Slav was treated was quite right and
the course pursued with the Teuton by
no means wrong

one reports to a sentinel duly
according tojaws and regula-

tions he reports to Congress
u The sentinel Is the Senate and Repre-
sentatives of the States In Qen
gress assembled cadet or
featherbrained recruit

The soldier must if he to keep
his oath take his life In as well
in his sentry box and on his as In
the powder smoke and under of
the troopers horse

That story of the Roman sentry at the
gate of Pompeii may not be as much a
fact as a true thing and another true
thing Is this the sentinel be he
old cadet Congressman or
President himself will always be be-
deviled
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dealing with a Castiltan people he van
a Castlllan himself He loved a

himself just as every one of his
true compatriots did So while Zayas
In Havana was trying to convince his
countrymen that they should abolish
cock fighting Gomez In Plnal del Rio
was personally attending the Easter Sun-
day anointing of Vuelta Abajo tobacco
lands and Gomez was elected Pres-
ident of the Cuban republic

But Cuba Is only onehalf tobacco
Tho other half is sugar with a dash of
bacardl This half stretches from Guan
tanamo to the Bay of NepI and disgorges-
its sweet substance through the harbors
of Clenfuegos and Santiago A trip to
Cuba would not be complete without a
visit to a sugar refinery and that is
comparatively easy for an American for
fourfifths of them are either owned or
managed by Americans and their coun
trymen are always welcome visitors

There you can see the sugar cane
hoisted from the fiat cars at one end of
the and following It down tha

Journey to the other
you discover strange emanations into the
various vats Into the first pours a syrup
as thick and almost as black as crude
asphalt and into the end one pours tIle
very finest syrup of All a yellow stream-
as thin as the sap from a maple tree In
spring From the black stream Is crys-
tallized the lowest grade of brown sugar
from the light yellow the highest
grade of cube sugar

As you leave the sugar refinery you
will through miles of sugar cane
and are there late In the season
you will at convenient Intervals come
upon a treacherous looking fellow carry
Ing a rifle in the hollow of his arm He
scans you closely and will be quite sure
of your pacific Identity before you will
be allowed to pass on He is guarding
the sugar plantation AH over the island
those guards are as numerous almost-
as the workers

Right here In sugar guard you
study quickly and finally all the com-

plicated melodramatic politics of the
Island Why should he sugar-
cane Because in the heart sugar
cane lies all the inflammable spirit of
revolution Around this sugar cane re-

volves world politics for it Is the twin
backbone of Cuban industry and
on a par with tobacco Is
finances of the realm and as every one
knows high finance Is today the soul of
politics indeed of statecraft-

If any Cuban workman becomes dis-
affected for any cause whatever or for
no cause he may light a cigarette stroll
Into the sugar cane flip his partially
consumed weed into the field and pass
on In less than an hour that entire
plantation will be In ashes and thousands
upon thousands of dollars will have gone
up In smoke And who will deoipaer the
origin No one unless the ever vigilant
guard prevents the tossing of the cigar
ette and then there will be no fire

But a great number of tourists never
see the sugar fields nef er see the tobac
co lands Those who are wealthy
their time motoring along the beautiful
roads which surround Havana and
stretch even as far as Santa Clara a
third of the way cross th island Tie
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